UPLAND WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT

(Acre)

Code 645

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Conservation Practice Standard

1. Definition

Provide and manage upland habitats and connectivity
within the landscape for wildlife.

Hl. Purpose

To treat upland wildlife habitat concerns identified
during the conservation planning process that enables
movement or provides life cycle requirements, i.e.,
food, cover, brood rearing, nesting) to susiain viable
wildlife populations that inhabit uplands.

HI. Conditions Where Practice Applies
This practice applies:

on land where the decision maker has identified
an objective for conserving a wild animal
species, guild, suite, or ecosystem.

on land within the range of targeted wildlife
species capable of supporting a functioning
landscape.

IV. Federal, Tribal, State, and Local Laws

Users of this standard should be aware ol potentially
applicable federal, tribal, state and local laws, rules,
regulations or permit requirements governing wildlife
management activities. This standard does not
contain the text of federal, tribal, state, or local laws.

V. Criteria
A. General Criteria

A habitat evaluation shall be conducted utilizing
an appraisal tool, approved by Wisconsin NRCS
to identify habitat-limiting factors by target
wildlife species within the planning unit.
Wisconsin recognized habitat assessment tools
can be found in the References section of this
praciice standard and Section I1i of the
Wisconsin NRCS Field Office Technical Guide
{(WIFOTG).
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significance, as indicated by results of the habitat
evaluation.

Implementation of this practice zlone, or in
combination with other supporting and
facilitating practices, shall resuit in a
conservation system that will enable the planning
area 1o meet or exceed the minimum quality
criteria for wildlife habitat established in

Section Hl of the FOTG.

Identify target wildlife species for the planning
unit and develop management goals and
objectives by species to address the habitat
iimitations identified by the assessment lools.
For the target species, identify the types, amount
and distribution of habitat elements to be created
or enhanced and the management actions
necessary 1o achieve the management objectives

Evaluate the planning unit for the presence of
threalened or endangered species (T&E) utilizing
the Wisconsin Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI).
When T&E species are present in the planning
unit evaluate the potential to maintain or enhance
beneficial T&E species habitat as a part of the
overall we wildlife habitat management
plan. The type and/or timing of \\%d habitat
management aclivities speet By the plan shall
not cause a ial Jong term negative impact
:E species. Consult a biologist for T&E
species specific habitat management
recommendations. NRCS clients shall obtain ail
v A required T&E permits prior to implementation of
Wf‘“mc) wegdnd habital management activities and
imiplement all actions required by the T&E
permit.

Establishment or enhancement of native plants
will be included in management plans
erever {easible. Plant material specifications
shali include only high quality and adapted
species. Site preparation, planting dates, and
%\o}\oj planting methods shall optimize vegetation
survival and growth,

Implementation of this practice shall remove or ‘be ghy ”
reduce limiting factor(s) in their order of
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Sites containing hazardous waste shail be
remediated to the extent practical prior to the
installation of this practice.

Invasive plant species and {ederally/state listed
noxious and nuisance species shali be controlled
or managed to limit spreading within the
planning unit.

All disturbed areas will be seeded {o wildlife
friendly vegelation according to a re-vegetation
plan. Use W] FOTG, Section 1V, VConservation
Practice Standard 327, Conservation Cover,
unless the ares is subject to concentrated flow
conditions. Where concentrated ffow conditions
exist use WI FOTG Standard 342, Critical Area
Planting, to plan site re-vegetation.

Equipment travel, grazing, haying and other
disturbance to habitat (i.e. prescribed
fire/management) shall be restricted during
critical periods such as nesting, brood rearing,
fawning or calving seasons. An exception may
be made for disturbance causing activities as
necessary to maintain the health of the plant
community and control noxious weeds,

Additional Criteria for Vegetative Cover
Management

Vegetative cover establishment will be
comprised of plant species that are native to the
tandform being restored where feasible. When
non-native plants are utilized the planned cover
must meet minimum habitat requirements for the
target wildiife specie(s) as defined by the NRCS
approve habitat model used o develop the
upland habitat management plan.

Utilize Conservation Practice Standards 327
Conservation Cover, 647 Early Successional
Vegetation Management or 643 Restoration and
Management of Declining Habitals 10 develop
alternatives for grassland cover for wildlife.

Where pollinator habitat is an identified resource
concern include a diversity of plants that bloom
and provide abundant sources of polien and
nectar throughout spring, summer, and fall. Do
not conduct intensive cover management on
more than 1/3 of the pollinator habitat each year
to maintain an adequate amount of functioning
habitat. Refer to Wisconsin Biology Technical
Note 8, Poliinator Biology and Habitat; and W]
FOTG Standard 327, Conservation Cover, for
additional details.

Where feasible and necessary to address an
identified resource concern establish or maintain
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a band of vegetative suitable for wildlife cover
that connecis one wildlife habitat area with
another 1o serve as a wildiife corridor. When
possible, vegetative composition of 2 corridor
should be similar to the habitat areas that are
being connected.

Where feasible and necessary establish or
maintain clumps or block of scattered woody
vegetation to increase landscape wildlife habitat
diversity.

Use WI FOTG Standards 386 Field Border; 391,
Riparian Forest Buffer; 422, Hedgerow Planting;
and 612, Tree and Shrub Establishment, to plan
and design wildlife corridors and woody
vegetation,

Additional Criteria for Vegetative Cover
Manipulation

WI FOTG Standards 338, Prescribed Burning;
and/or 528, Prescribed Grazing, can be utilized
where feasibie 1o maintain or improve the
vegetative composition of the upland habitat
ranagement area.

Use WI FOTG Standard 528, Prescribed
Grazing, to shifi the dominance of certain grass
and forb species in the cover to meet the habitat
demands of targeted wildlife species within the
planning area. The timing and duration of
prescribed grazing must be precisely managed to
achieve habitat management goals. Avoid the use
of livestock who have recently grazed in areas
with invasive or aggressive plant species that
could be spread my seed contained in the
anirnals manure.

Use WI FOTG Standard 338, Prescribed
Burning, to remove excess litter and/or shift the
dominance of certain grass and forb species to
meet the habitat demands of targeted wildlife
species within the planning area. Controlled fire
will allow germination of seed bearing annuals,
increase plant species diversity, control or set
back vnwanted woody cover, and open up the
stand for movemen! of small animals and birds
Burn no more than 8¢ percent of the prassland
acres in an area in any one year. However,
exceptions can be made to burn 100 percent of
an area in cases of small fields and when weather
conditions have prevenied burning in previous
years. Consider the effect of timing of the burn
on wildlife species using the grassland.

When managing for early successional species
and grassland birds, regular periodic disturbance
of the habitat, as detailed in WI FOTG



